
Prior Texas Constitutions



Texas Independence 

The New Republic of Texas 
• The delegates of Texas met in Washington-on-the-Brazos 

in 1836 to sign a declaration of independence from 
Mexico and forge a constitution for the new republic. 

• The first constitution would outline the core principles of 
liberty, popular rule, and limited government.
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Constitutional Government 

Key Terms 
Constitution: a document that establishes principles, 
powers, and responsibilities of government

Bill of Rights: a formal declaration of rights of the 
citizens within government

Social Contract: an agreement in which the governed 
give up freedoms in return for government protection
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Constitutional Government 

Two Themes 
• Early Anglo Texans valued rugged individualism and were 

not inclined to give up their freedoms to government 
rule lightly:

(1) Individual rights
(2) Separation of powers 
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Roots of Rebellion 

Roots of Rebellion
• The spirit of Texas was forged in direct reaction to 

tyranny from multiple governments and several 
overbearing rulers.

• In 1822, Augustin de Iturbide seized power from the 
democratically chosen Mexican Congress.

• In 1823, Iturbide was forced to abdicate.

5



Roots of Rebellion 

Roots of Rebellion
• Following Iturbide’s departure, the Mexican Constitution 

of 1824 expanded settlement of the northern Mexico 
territory.

• “Empresarios” were regional land distributors, serving as 
local recruiters and leaders of fixed areas of land and the 
people who settled there.

• Stephen F. Austin served as an empresario. 
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Roots of Rebellion 

Key Terms 
Monarchy: a government run by a single individual, 
often a king or queen, until death or abdication 

Republic: a form of government in which people rule 
indirectly through elected representatives
Sovereignty: authority over a political entity, such as a 
province or a state

Separation of Powers: a system that vests political, 
judicial, and policymaking authority across different 
branches of government
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Roots of Rebellion 

Mexican Constitution of 1824
• Empresarios (like Austin) would be in charge of the 

colonized territories.
• The Mexican government promised to protect the liberty, 

property, and civil rights of all “foreigners” who would in 
turn profess the Roman Catholic faith.

• The Constitution of 1824 established a federal republic 
for the nation as a whole. 
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Roots of Rebellion 

Texas Constitution of 1827
• The Constitution of the State of Coahuila & Tejas

established a separation of power system for the state 
within the Mexican nation.

• The constitution included three branches of government, 
similar to the U.S. Constitution.

• The Mexican Constitution of 1824 and the Texas 
Constitution of 1827 represent the high point of liberty 
granted to the Mexican colonists. 
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Roots of Rebellion 

Separation 
• In 1935, Mexican President Santa Anna took measures to 

centralize his own power. 
• He sent his vice president into exile, disbanded congress, 

and dissolved the state legislatures.
• Santa Anna also dismissed the empresarios, including 

Stephen F. Austin. 
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Roots of Rebellion 

Separation 
• Stephen F. Austin declared that the Mexican Government 

could not “legally deprive Texans of these rights without 
the consent of the people.”

• The stage for rebellion was set, and on March 2, 1836, 
the delegates approved the document that would 
become known as the Texas Declaration of 
Independence. 
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The Republic of Texas 

Texas Constitution of 1836 
• Written in haste and under fear of the approaching 

Mexican army
• Aggressively voiced the ideals of frontier independence 

that would come to dominate the future political culture 
of the state

• Included a declaration of rights, including freedom to 
worship, freedom of speech, freedom from unreasonable 
search and seizure, and more 
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The Republic of Texas 

Texas Constitution of 1836 
• The 1836 Texas Constitution limited the role of the chief 

executive but enhanced the role of free enterprise.
• In the Constitution of 1836, we see hints of aversion to 

centralized power and an extreme distrust of executive 
authority.

• The president was not eligible to run for reelection in the 
presidential race directly following his term. 
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The Republic of Texas 

Slavery 
• At the time the 1936 Constitution was drafted, many 

Texas residents presumed that the new Texas Republic 
would quickly join the United States. 

• The United States did not immediately want to accept 
Texas as a state.

• Slavery was the issue. 
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The (New) State of Texas 

Texas Constitution of 1845 
• Texas formally entered the Union in December of 1845, 

during the presidency of James Polk. 

• Now a state in the union, Texas needed a new state 
constitution.

• This constitution allowed for an expansion of judicial 
authority and the introduction of a lieutenant governor. 

15



The (New) State of Texas 

Key Terms 
Suffrage: the right to participate in the electoral 
process by voting

Homestead Law: a law that prevents Texans from losing 
their homes in the event of other financial problems
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Secession 

Texas Constitution of 1861
• Largely in response to the election of Abraham Lincoln in 

1860, Texas began the process of secession from the 
United States, just 15 short years after joining.

• A convention in Austin issued an ordinance of secession 
and a declaration of secession in February of 1861, which 
was ratified by a majority of counties. 
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Secession 
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Secession 

Texas Constitution of 1861
• Sam Houston, the governor at the time, refused to sign 

an oath as required by the Session Convention affirming 
his allegiance to the Confederacy and was removed from 
office. 

• The constitution featured a prominent passage granting 
supreme sovereign rights to the state.

• It asserted that no “government or authority” can 
exercise power within the state without the consent of 
the people. 
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Readmission  

Texas Constitution of 1866
• New rules for former Confederate states required the 

states to write new constitutions recognizing the U.S. 
Constitution and declaring allegiance to the union.

• In order to demonstrate “paramount allegiance” to the 
United States, the Constitution of 1866 showed an 
unusual tendency toward centralized power.

• The governor’s powers were extended.
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Reconstruction  

Texas Constitution of 1869
• Additional changes in the terms of Reconstruction set by 

the US Congress forced Texas state leaders to draft 
another constitution in 1869 to meet new objectives to 
end Reconstruction.

• This constitution extended full voting rights to African 
Americans.

• The governor was allowed to appoint local officials such 
as mayors, alderman, and district attorneys. This 
expanded gubernatorial power considerably. 
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Current Constitution of Texas  

• Preamble: “Humbly invoking the blessings of Almighty God, 
The people of the State of Texas do Ordain and Establish this 
Constitution.”

• Article I Bill of Rights Article VIII Taxing
• Article II Powers of Govt. Article IX & XI Local
• Article III Legislative Article X, XII, XIII, XIV
• Article IV Executive Misc.
• Article V Judicial Article XV Impeachment
• Article VI Suffrage Article XVI General Provisions
• Article VII Education Article XVII Amending 

Constitution
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Current Constitution of Texas  

Texas Constitution of 1876
• Born from the Reconstruction Era resentment of the 

perceived overreaching power of Governor Davis, the 
Constitution of 1876 is still in use in Texas.

• It generally favored a return to limited government and 
frugality.

• Opponents took issue with the weakening role of the 
state in immigration and education.
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Current Constitution of Texas  

Texas Constitution of 1876
Four Key Principles
• Popular sovereignty
• Limited state government through local control
• Separation of powers
• Personal rights and liberties 
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Current Constitution of Texas  

Texas Constitution of 1876
• In response to overreaching executive power under 

Governor E.J. Davis, the powers of the governorship were 
reduced and the delegates created a  plural executive.

Plural Executive: diffusion of authority and power 
throughout several entities in the executive branch 
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Current Constitution of Texas  
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Current Constitution of Texas  

Texas Constitution of 1876
• The Texas Constitution of 1876 separates power so that 

the legislative, executive, and judicial branches have the 
power to enact laws, implement laws, and interpret laws, 
respectively.

• This separation of powers prevents excessive 
concentration of power into any one branch and 
promotes effective government by encouraging each 
branch to specialize. 
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Amending the Constitution  

Constitutional Amendments
• The original 1876 Constitution has grown significantly in 

length because it is frequently amended.

• Since 1876, the legislature has proposed 673 
amendments, 670 have gone before Texas voters.

• The voters have approved 498.
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Amending the Constitution  
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Amending the Constitution  
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Amending the Constitution  

Constitutional Amendments
The Texas Constitution can be amended through a four-
step process:
• Two-thirds of both houses of the legislature propose an 

amendment
• Secretary of state and attorney general approve the 

proposals
• The proposals are advertised across the state
• Voters have the final say in the process: a majority must 

approve each individual proposal in a general election or 
in a special election
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498 Amendments


